
FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
COMPLAINT ^

IntteMatterofSfciatorJohnMcCaiiL "D

SENSITIVE £
COMPLAINT ^

1. The Odifomia Democratic I^(O3P)bri^

O
O «nfbfC€niBntagriiMl Senator John McCain and Ddifbraia Governor Arnold
^r
|̂ Schwarzenegger for direct and serious violations of the Federal Election

O OunpMgn Act (FEC A), including amcoî
on
<N theBip«ti8anCaiiq)aignRcfonnActof2002(BCRA).

2. The FECalk>ws any pencil to fik a complaint if he or she beUeves^

me federal election campaign lows or Ckmimusioniegulatk)ns have been violated.

3. Specifically, CDP believes Senator McCain and Governor Schwarzenegger are

soliciting soft money from prohttnted sources and in excess of the federal

contribution limits.

4. T1iecom^ainamUtheDdi£amUDemoc^

5. The California Democratic Party believes violations of federal dkction canqxugn

laws hove been committed by Senator John McCain and Governor Arnold

Schwarzenegger.
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6. The respondents are Senator John McCain, Senior Unftgd States Senator fiom the

state of Arizona and a candidate and officeholder under ftdend law, C2U.S.C.
Nl
rsi 43 1 (2) aiid(3)X art Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger, C^^
O

7. Stffmfpr Jinhiy X^cOrfff fTF^ OlHfrnii* Qovgnmr Arnold Schwaraanegger are

jointly aolidting soft money in connection with a joint ftmdraiser between

Governor Schwira*"*gy*1** reflection «*tinp^j

Party's federal and nonfederal committee.1 The sotichation involves a written

mvitatkmthatproniinentlv

Senator McCain's picture is displayed on the front of the invitation alongside

Governor Schwarzenegger's picture under a large headline tliatrea&

Action." (See Exhibit A and B).

8. The event is ID take place on Match 20,2006 at the Beveriy Hilton m Beverly

Hills, California. (See Exhibit A).

BC^
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9. On the second page of the written invirt^

directly above tolicitatloni of toft money fiom MPlatiinim sponson ($100,000),

"Gold" sponsors ($50,000), "Silver" sponsors ($25,000), and ttBioiizewspoMors

($10,000). Tlie contributions fiom "Platinum" and ̂ lo" sponsors are divided
<T
<M such uta $44,600 is earaaiked for Governor Aro^
O .
§ election campaign. (See Exhibit A). Theae amounts are in excess of federal
r\i
<T contribution Ifante provided tyFBCA,u (See Exhibit A).
•si
O
o>
rsi

10. In exchange ibt the $100,000 contribudon,Platniiim sponsors receive

preferential seatmg at the dinner with the Governor, tickets to a pfe-dinner

reception and 6 photos with the Qovemor (2 persons per photo). Gold, Silver and

Bronze sponsoraiecdve similar, a (See

Exhibit A).

11. On the second and third pages of the written soUcttatkm app

apparently intended to show Senator McCain is not soliching contributions in

excess of FECAandBCRA Ihnita. That disclaimer read«,w We are honored to

have Senator John McCain as our Speaker for this event However, the

solicitation of funds is being inadeonrybyCalifofniansforSchwat/eneggerand

the California Repiiblican Party. In sccordance with federal law, Senator McCain

ia tyî  •nlî hit̂  fittVki heyrmd the fedagal limî  gnA jg no* aolieitinj fimrfa fentn
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corporations or labor unions." (See Exhibits A mdB). The disclaimer does not

infinn the contributor of the federal contribution limits.

12. llie unfortunate efiGxt of the "disdanner" is to su^

that federal law permits contributions up to as much as $100,000.

13.ThBcredftcardcontnT*itra

credit card being used for the contribiidon is a corporate card, it will be

coiisideied a coiporate donation. (See Exhibit A).

14. Under the amendments to the Act by BCRA along wm^(>)niniission regulations,

federal candidates and ofiBcebolders expressly are prohibited from solioiting,

leceiving.directmg.tnnsftrimg.orspa

ekction ofter than an election for federal office unless the funds are not in excess

of to amounts peonhted wim respect to contributioiis to candkiates and political

committBef and ate not from souices prohibited by tibe Act fiom '"fitipg

cootributkxBm connection wife Current

contributioii limits to federal candklatea are $2,100 from individuals and $5,0̂

fixmimiltiKamdidatePACspcrelectioiL (2U.S.C.441(c)(l)(A)and(B); 11

CFR 300.61 and 300.62).
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15. A federal candidate or officeholder may attend, speak or be a featured guest at a

state or local candidate fundraiser, When involved m such events, the candidate

may only ask for funds in amounts and from sources mat an botii consistent vvith

state law and not in violation of the Act's Urnhs and prohibitions. Furthermore,
10
,M immlM«iiTrm<ltM^l<mMi>8^
o
O Ij^^f^pmhihitioiMoftheAct Prohibited aourcea include comotationi and

*j unions. (CanmtJpGiikle for Congress^

O AppetitoE,twge2;AdviwryO^^^

16. The written solicitatioo violates FBCAaa amended by BCRAm mat rt clearly

mentions me name of Senator McCain (on muhiple occasions) and souchs

contributions bom in excess of me FECA Imiits and trom prohibited sources.

17.TheFEChasopbedtriatvvrittens()lid

solicit mflo^fcr a aoafedcnd cmidldi^

in excess of federal limits and trom prohibited sources, contain a written notice.

That notice must read: damasking for a donation of up to $2,100 per election

from an individual's own fluids [or up to $5,000 per election from a multi-

candkiate political committee or a poh^icalpaityc^^ I am not asking for

funds from corporations or labor orgamzations.M (Advisory Opinion 2003-3).
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f_ JflMfififlQ iD6 QlflGlfljflBflf

that is printed on the invitation begins T^statememastohow'lionomrthe

Governor aiid Republican Party are to The

diaelaJmer AIM tin* adviM Jonma of the pMciae enntrihiittftn JSmSta unH

law, thi» leaving the uninfonned<k»or to bc^^

$100,000. (See Exhibit A).

CcunLL
(N

19. Senator McCain, by appearing on the invitation aotidting tage aoft money

contributions over the federal limiti and from prohfl)h^aotncM for Governor

Schwaizeneggcr'g campaign and the California Republican Patty, violated the

rjrniprfgn Act Seeiinn 4dla(«)(1) MM! rflnrnii«rimi MyilatinM

300.61 and 300.62. While FECApennto Senator McCain to attend, apeak and be

a natuved ajuaat at Qovernof ScuwmeneajBor'a «mdnuaer9 Senator McCaui

violated the Act by having DIB name appear on the fiu* of to invitation with

requests for contribution* in amcwnts of $1W,000, $50,000 and $25,0(K),fitfm

iimh» ftf $2,100 or $5,000. ta addition the tavitatkmaolicits

contribations from oorpoxatk)nsandiinxinsmvk>latkmoftte

(Adviaory Opinions 2003-36, 2003-3).

20. Although die invitation doea inchidff dJEclfHinw Iflf'giTflgffj Sfflntftr MbCam

violated me Coimnisiioa'a intarpnlB^
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^
mentkmtheactudHmitBti^ (2U.S.C.441i(e)(l)(B);

1 1 CFR 300.62, Advisory Opinion 2003-3).

Counts

21. Governor Scfawanenegggrno^^

McCain in aoliching soft money (Motributions in violation of fixlend law.

(N
^ The California Democratic Party and Oiamtym Art Toires request ftattfao Federal

ufaicft an favMrignrinn into

rsi
reaporidefit to haw violated FEC^M amended by hbo^m

sanctions appropriate to the vfolatimaiid take inch further ac^

Art Torres

CaUfimia Democratic Pwy
1401 21ft Street, Suite 200
SacnmenlDCA 95814
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VerifloUioi

The California Democratic Party, acting through its Chaimum Art Torres, hereby

en vcriTr* flf "t^tffTTiitff ffHi™ 1M ̂ T1^ fl1*!**-'1 !̂' fi«*"p»**'rt ^y?! iipflti infojf|>>al|i?ti mgt

rsi
O true.
O

Sworn j?ursuam to 18 U.S.C. § 1001.

u l̂f̂ — .

ChaimuDi Art Toms

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 6th day of March, 2006.

**r^v
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County of Napa

Subacribedaiid sworn to (or afBnnedl before me on tto J(P~ day of <YV>^J^ .20 Ok

by •••— Ar^V Torn» <^ •— ~ . petsooaUv known, to me or proved to me on Ihe

basis of satisfactory evidence to be the penon(s)?to appeared before me

KELLY MQNHOFF
Commtatonf 13H4B)

Notary PuWc-Cdtomta

Tide or Type of Document

Nuil^ 8

$f Sigpo(s) Other Than Named Above:
U!r̂ *^v ;̂i.*^O'W ;̂W^ f.

i

\
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Article Launched: 3/03/2006 12KX) AM

Arnold to hit up Hollywood for millions in re-election

By Michael R. Blood, Associated Press
LA Ditty News

At a tinie when net tryrng to reclaim his outsit
CO and corporate maiden to donate up to $100,000 fibrhii re-election caxnrwgn and the state Republican Party.
ro
^ The governor haasdiediilcd a cetebfr^^
~ Araona Sea Join McCau-mrtcould^
ĵ hfMt committee inehnJM MMIM flnfn HM* gnfartait̂ naiit a^H huriffafa ̂ ^ lty»1urfmg "Tha T«*wiiiMt«r"

^j- directar Jamea Cameron, Iirtencupe Rceordi chief Jimmy lovine, Yahoo Chairman Terry Semel and
*3 Univiiion Chairman Jerry Perenehio. :

Schwaizenegger.miOfiiecaiei, me moriey will be divided wim me so^
•upport SchwaraRneggcr or run Hi statewide operations.

Other ivicea, fceordmg to the in¥rtatio^
eta include perks like photographs with the goveroor Mid a semt at the hea^t^

Schwarzenegger was elected in 2003 ate pioiiiiiing to upend pciUdosu usual m
become one of the most prolific political fundraisers n stste history! sod his campaign committees have
banked millions of dollars from supporters wim business and corporate ties.

Schwanenegga'leaniedthathecoiW
aiJd Robert Stem, pttaidert of the Cent»

ir^'ff* finanM.

Tbe governor began the year wim his politkel finances drained atte his coinrnrttees spent mofetr^
million in an attempt to enact his failed 2005 "year of reform" billot proposals. It's experted his campaign
will need at lent as much for his re-election bid. Hiscann^gnwasoutspembyawideniargmuurtyearby
his rivals. . :

McCain is known nationally for his efforts to reform feoM cairmaign finance
of fundraising by former Gov. Gray Davis, a Democrat who was replaced by Schwarzenegger. Campaigning
wim the governor uuA yev, McCim said te

i the 2005 election ended.

One Democratic official said McCain's appeamcewtf m conflict wim federal law au^^
which places restrictions on federal ofikebolden taking part meventediatM
SchwiizeneggtftavitatiGiimcludestbeien

McCain "is floutiiifc if not the letter, the
state Democratic Party. "He oouldnt raise that money, for his own catm^gn; he tho^d^^ be abto to raise it
for somebody else.*
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money, nd McCw "ii not soliettiiig individi^
corpomdoni or labor unioni." But Olion nid Ac wording iilnidequ^ UK! McC«nliahould not have hii
Dime ippear on materiil tint ula fat contributioiuthit are in excess of the fedenllimiti.H

Cndidite for (Bdena office cvniot Kcep^
individual tickets could give Schwarzenegger u much as $44,600 for oil campaign.

Trevor Potter, a former Federal Election Omimianon member wbo advises McCain, said the di^^
carefully reviewed to avoid any conflict :

"The disclaimer makes clear he is not ftkinff for any money" Potter Mid*
t*+*
Q SttfB candidates •« running with new donation Imito this yev, but the go^
o ticket packages by dividing the money with the itete party. SpokeawcxnanlUtiel^vinsan said the c^nipa^
^T is "complying wiibbom the spirit and letter" of state campaign-finance laws,
rsi
7 manhifaviewSiiiiotyonNBCs'Meetto
^ take money.
®
°^ "What is wrong with the system right now hi then have been people who pay in and &von go out, and you
^ should never dothatThatis the key tm^" Schwarzenegger said. Hlie bet is that the decti^ are very

expensive."


